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 The nominating committee has submitted to the 
ACCW Board the following slate of officers for ap-
proval at the Annual Meeting on October 8, 2022:

• Past-President- Joanne Pohland
• President – Monica Fulton
• President-Elect – Billie Burhite
• Vice-President – Mary Esther Pullin (second term)
• Secretary – Susan Martinek (first term)
• Treasurer – Lisa Hemesath – (second term)

 Joanne Pohland is a member of the 
Basilica of St. Francis Xavier at Dyersville, 
part of the Spires of Faith Cluster. She is a 
member of her parish choir, and with her 
husband, they are a Sponsor Couple and 
Baptism Preparation Leaders. 

Joanne has served on the National Council of 
Catholic Women’s Board of Directors as the Church 
Commission Chair, the Secretary, and the Region 1 
Vice President. When living in Minnesota, she also 
served as the New Ulm (Minnesota) DCCW President, 
as well as other positions on the board.

Joanne is a graduate of the University of Dallas with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, and has a Master of 
Arts in Pastoral Studies degree from the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN. She is currently employed 
by the Archdiocese of Dubuque as Director of Children 
and Family Formation.

Joanne and her husband, Glenn, are the parents of four 
married children, and grandparents to two grandsons, 
and one granddaughter.

The ACCW Annual Meeting will take place on October 8, 2022 at Divine Word College in Epworth. Our keynote 
speaker will be Colleen Pasnik, who will speak about Mary’s Inn, Dubuque. Holy Mass will be celebrated by 
Archbishop Michael Jackels, with ACCW Spiritual Advisor Rev. Daniel Knipper and other guest priests concelebrating. 
The business meeting will provide the opportunity for members to vote on nominated Officers. In addition, there will 
be a silent auction, door prizes and displays. You are invited to bring a basket or a single item (valued at $25) with you 
to support the ACCW silent auction.

Additional information and registration for the Annual Meeting can be found on page 3, and at: 
https://dbqarch.org/accw-events.

We look forward to seeing you on October 8!

Annual Meeting - October 8, 2022

Nominations for 2022-2024 Dubuque ACCW Officers
Members of the 2022 Nominating Committee:

Florine Swanson, chair—Mason City Deanery
Monica Fulton—Marshalltown Deanery
Yvonne Kisch—New Hampton Deanery
Sue Kuennen—New Hampton Deanery
Alma Meyer—Decorah Deanery

 Monica Fulton has served on the ACCW Board 
for the past two years as President-Elect. She 
also served for four years as President of the 
Marshalltown Deanery, and prior to that as the 
Spirituality Chair of the Marshalltown 
Deanery.  Monica also functioned as President 

of St. Mary CCW in Marshalltown.  Monica is a song leader 
at her church.  She has been a second-grade catechist, and is 
a member of the Faith Formation Commission, the Pastoral 
Council, and the Liturgy Committee.  

Monica was raised on a ranch in southeast Wyoming as 
the oldest of 10 children.  She received her BA in Biology 
at Chadron State College, an MS and PhD in Botany at 
North Dakota State University, and certification through the 
State Library of Iowa. She taught at Iowa State University 
and Marshalltown Community College.  For the past 20 
years, Monica has worked full-time as a Reference Services 
Librarian at the Marshalltown Public Library.

Monica and her husband, Gary, married 41 years, have two 
daughters and two granddaughters. They enjoy bicycle riding 
and ballroom dancing.
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                          Susan Martinek spent most of her 
childhood in Protivin. When she was going 
into the 8th grade her family moved to 
Cedar Rapids and she has been there ever 
since. Susan has been active in Pro-Life 

activities in several groups, including being a founding 
member of Coalition For Life of Iowa. When the IRS 
targeted that group by holding their 501c3 status, they 
fought for status and won. Susan has been a member of St. 
Ludmila Parish since 1974. She has 2 children, and has 
cared for 3 of her 6 grandchildren since their birth. With 
the youngest grandchild soon to be in school full-time, 
Susan is looking forward to spending more time with her 
husband, Daniel, traveling, and doing more activities at 
home.

                          Lisa Hemesath has been the staff 
coordinator of the Story/Marshall Cluster in 
Nevada for the past four years, and the 
Chair of St. Joseph CCW in State Center. A 
graduate of Iowa State University with a BA 

in Accounting, she has put her skills to use for the past 
two years by serving as the database manager for ACCW. 
Lisa also serves as the Treasurer of the Marshalltown 
Deanery, Treasurer of Friends of the Gutekunst Public 
Library, and is also a member of the Marshall County 
Youth Extension Council.

In her spare time, Lisa loves to kayak, read mysteries, 
attend Iowa State football games and wrestling meets, and 
also judges food and nutrition exhibits at county fairs. 
Together with her husband, Tom, they have three grown 
sons, Daniel (Brittany), Matthew, and Michael, and a dog 
named Elmer.

                        

                          Billie Burhite is currently the 
Representative for the Cedar Rapids 
Deanery. Billie is currently the Pastoral 
Associate at St. Matthew Parish in Cedar 
Rapids, where she is also on the RCIA team. 
Billie also started a Widow/Widower Group 

where men and women can meet and talk with people 
who have lost a spouse. She also volunteers as a Youth 
Group Leader with middle and high school students, and 
is a volunteer at Mr. Calvary Cemetery in Cedar Rapids.

Billie attended Kirkwood Community College, and 
graduated from Mt. Mercy University in Cedar Rapids 
in 2014 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Management 
Information Systems. She worked for Honeywell Systems 
for eight years as a Program Application analyst, and 
currently works for Trapeze Group in Cedar Rapids, as a 
Quality Assurance Analyst. 

Billie and her husband, Brad, met in 1989, when he was 
16 and she was 18. He passed away in 2018 at the age of 
45 after a short but valiant battle with lung cancer. They 
have two children, Jacob, who attends Loras College, and 
Mitchell (Kim), and their three children, Lane, Julianna, 
and Natasha.

                          Mary Esther Pullin has been a member of 
St. Edward Catholic Church in Waterloo 
since 1961. A graduate of Purdue University, 
Mary Esther came to Iowa to farm with her 
husband, Ronald. For 35 years she was a 

Trust Department Administrative Assistant. She retired 
full time to farming.

Mary Esther’s volunteer activities include serving as 
the secretary of the Black Hawk County 4-H and FFA 
Fair Board, president of the Black Hawk County 4-H 
Youth Advisory Committee, secretary of the NE Iowa 
Association of Iowa Fairs, a department staff member 
in the Sheep Barn at the Iowa State Fair, office staff for 
the National Cattle Congress, and a member of Chapter 
FEP.E.O. Her summers are filled with judging events and 
exhibits at county fairs throughout NE Iowa.

Mary Esther and her husband, Ronald, are the parents of 
two sons and one daughter, two grandsons, and one great-
granddaughter.

Oct. 8 ACCW Annual Meeting | Divine Word College, Epworth

Nov. 2-5 NCCW Convention at Minneapolis, MN

Sept. 15 ACCW Executive Committee Meeting | 4:30 PM via Zoom

Oct. 27 ACCW Executive Committee Meeting | 5:30 PM via Zoom

Nov. 14 ACCW Board Meeting | 7:00 PM via Zoom

Nov. 14 Deadline for submissions for Winter 2022 issue of The Link

Dec. 5 Winter 2022 Issue of The Link is sent

ACCW Calendar 2022
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62nd Annual ACCW Meeting 
Saturday, October 8, 2022 

Divine Word College 
102 Jacoby Drive SW, Epworth, IA 52045 

Keynote Speaker: Colleen Pasnik, Mary’s Inn 
Mass Celebrant: Archbishop Michael Jackels 

Agenda: 
8:00 AM Registration, exhibits, silent auction 
9:00 AM Mass with Archbishop Jackels 
 Spiritual Advisor Fr. Daniel Knipper concelebrating 
9:45 AM Break with refreshments 
10:00 AM Call to Order 

 Opening Prayer 
 Keynote Address by Colleen Pasnik of Mary’s Inn, Dubuque 
 “There’s Hope” 

11:00 AM Business Meeting 
11:30 AM Installation of New Officers 
12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM Afternoon Session 
1:30 PM Closing Remarks, Door Prizes, and Final Blessing 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Registration Form – 2022 ACCW Annual Meeting 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
City: ________________________________  State: _______  Zip: ______________ 
Phone: ______________________________________________________________ 
Email: _______________________________________________________________ 
Parish/Cluster: _________________________ Parish City: ____________________ 

Registration Fee:  Before September 25: $20.00 
 After September 25 or at the door: $25.00 
 

Mail Registration Form and Check to:   Lisa Hemesath 
       c/o ACCW Annual Meeting 
       1116 240th Street 
       State Center, IA  50247 

Our Lady of 
Good Counsel 
& Golden Rose 

Award 
Presentations 
will be made! 

 

Or register online at https://dbqarch.org/accw-events. 
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                        As hard as it is to believe, the 2022 ACCW Annual Meeting is just around the corner! We are planning to 
gather at Divine Word College in Epworth to celebrate “Wide Open Hearts: Abiding in Faith, Hope, and Love.” 
Monica Fulton will be installed as our new President, Billie Burhite will be installed as the President-Elect, and 
Sue Martinek will be installed as Secretary. Lisa Hemesath will be filling a second term as Treasurer. Thank 
you, Monica, Billie, Sue, and Lisa for saying yes!

I encourage you to attend this gathering. Last year’s gathering in Protivin was a great blessing, and this year’s gathering is 
sure to be one as well. Archbishop Jackels will preside at Mass as we begin the day. You will hear from Colleen Pasnik from 
Mary’s Inn in Dubuque, who will enlighten us on the topic of “There’s Hope!”  You can find more information and online 
registration here https://dbqarch.org/accw-events, or use the registration form found on page 3. 

Thank you to all the women who provided pies and helped serve the priests as they gathered for the annual convocation on 
Tuesday, June 21 at Divine Word College in Epworth. The priests really appreciated having homemade pies! We used our 
placemats on the tables, and each priest/parish received copies of the ACCW brochure. Hopefully, this will help us to “get the 
word out” about the treasure that is ACCW!

The National Council of Catholic Women is holding its annual Convention in Minneapolis on November 2-5, 2022. I believe 
that Fr. Dan Knipper and at least six women from the Archdiocese are planning to attend. If you have ever considered 
attending the National Convention, I would encourage you to register. You can find more information at https://www.nccw.
org/nccw-convention/.

Again, I would like to remind you that women have the ability to become members or renew their membership on our 
webpage at https://dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women.

Please know that the board of directors is working hard to continue to grow the organization, so that every woman will want 
to be a part of this collegiality of women who grow in their vocation as women through faith, study, and service.

Thank you and may God bless you for all you do for ACCW!

Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us!

President
Joanne Pohland

President-Elect
Monica Fulton

                          Relationships are good for the soul. 

Connections with other people, might be by blood. For example, I am a daughter, the oldest of four 
sisters, the mother of two daughters, and I have two darling granddaughters. When we keep in touch, our 
relationships grow stronger. We support each other in various situations.

We form friendships in grade school, and if we cultivate them, those friendships can endure well into adulthood. Shared 
memories can bring joy. At our 30th class reunion, I remarked that classmates resemble their parents!

As Catholic women, we choose to be active in our parishes. The most important relationship is with God, through the 
Mass, where we worship in community. Then we make connections through Bible studies, or volunteering at the local 
Catholic school, or in a variety of other ways.

We may be active in Council of Catholic Women or another group. In this capacity, we are under the umbrella of 
ACCW, which has several goals including: To unite Catholic women’s organizations and individual Catholic women of 
the diocese. In a nutshell, ACCW helps women to build community through Catholic sisterhood.

Join me in discovering how the goals and objectives of ACCW help all of us to be in relationship with other women in 
the Archdiocese and beyond! You can find the goals on the ACCW website dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women. 

www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
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                          We pray for the repose of the souls of the following Archdiocese of Dubuque priests who have died since the 
last issue of The Link. May they rest in peace.

 
The National Conference of Catholic Women (NCCW) is holding the annual convention in Minneapolis the first week 
of November. I hope that many of you will be able to attend the convention since we live close to the Twin Cities. It is 
always an exciting event with participants from throughout the United States, Mass celebrated each day by various bishops, 
presentations of assorted topics offered by professionals, vendors displaying the most recent inventories within their 
respective field, women sharing with one another the Catholic faith that is so precious and dear to us. Join us and bring back 
inspiring ways to continue to enrich the Catholic faith here in the Archdiocese of Dubuque.

The Fall season affects me in various ways- sadness because there is the reminder of death of plants and trees, the feast of All 
Souls, increased darkness as the sun sets earlier and earlier. On the other hand, it  is a joyous season because I am able to see 
the fruit of God’s creation as  the corn, beans, apples and all garden produce is harvested; joy because of great feasts like the 
feasts of All Saints and Thanksgiving celebrated in such a grand liturgical style; the brisk air and scent of drying leaves in the 
air; the knowledge that humans have cooperated with God in growing and harvesting to feed the hungry of the world.

I thank God for the beauty of this creation and for my living within it and with you here in the Northeast part of Iowa known 
as the Archdiocese of Dubuque. We are all a part of it this season, since we are a part of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women.  God bless you all.

                            This is my last article as the Dubuque ACCW Past President, even though I will always be among a long list of past 
presidents.

It’s been nearly seven years since I was asked to serve on the ACCW Board as the Representative of the Mason 
City Deanery. It all started with a call from then President, Alma Meyer, saying, “You’re the 4-H lady, right?” At 
that time, the board meetings were held at the American Martyrs Retreat House at Cedar Falls. I loved going to 
the retreat center, and the board would be meeting only four times a year. So, I said “Yes.”  

I now reflect back on all the changes that had taken place during that time. After just one year, I went from representing the 
Mason City Deanery to being the president-elect with a six-year commitment of leadership. 

One of the first significant changes was the commitment we made to sponsoring an Archdiocesan Women’s Conference, Beauty 
in Christ, with an initial sponsorship contribution of $5,000 from our savings. Our goal at that time was to make ACCW visible. 
ACCW is now the sole sponsor, with a continuing contribution of $1,000 annually. Since then, the conference has transitioned 
from a gathering of women at one location in Cedar Rapids, to continuing virtually in parish settings throughout the entire 
diocese. The ACCW also facilitated Beauty Alive gatherings throughout the archdiocese during two fall seasons, and a one-day 
retreat at Waverly was held during another year.  

With the closing of the retreat house, executive committee meetings were held virtually via Zoom two weeks prior to the board 
meetings instead of the night before, and we even switched our winter board meeting to Zoom.  It was if the Holy Spirit was 
guiding us, as the Zoom meetings helped us to prepare for the sale of the retreat center and discontinuing our overnight stays.  
Board meetings quickly relocated to the meeting rooms at St. Stephen the Witness on the edge of the University of Northern 
Iowa campus.  Then came COVID-19, and all of our meetings were held via Zoom on evenings and weekends, providing the 
opportunity for women with careers outside their home to serve in leadership.  

We also transitioned from mailing the printed newsletter, The Link, to sending it via email, thus saving considerable postage cost 
and volunteer time to prepare the mailings.  And we purchased database software to maintain memberships and do email blasts 
with a representative in every parish.  

The Dubuque ACCW moves forward in good hands, with outstanding leadership and sound finances.  But most of all, we have 
increased the spiritual impact of ACCW, as well as great service projects at all levels.  

I am looking forward to discovering the changes that will take place in the next seven years! I hope you will consider being a 
part of the team to make a difference through ACCW. 

Past President
Florine Swanson

Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Daniel Knipper

Fr. Donald V. Bakewell 
Born: 1/12/1940 
Ordained: 6/4/1966 
Died: 7/6/2022

Fr. Frederick C. Fangmann 
Born: 10/2/1937 
Ordained: 3/9/1963 
Died: 7/21/2022

Fr. John C. (Jack) Paisley 
Born: 12/7/1935 
Ordained: 6/2/1962 
Died: 7/31/22    .
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Spirituality Commission
                         Mary Pedersen 

Spirituality Commission Chair

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
ACCW operates as the arm of Archbishop Jackels by “supporting, empowering, and educating all Catholic women in 
spirituality, leadership, and service” for the Archdiocese of Dubuque. ACCW is here to support your parish/cluster efforts 
in engaging and empowering women’s spirituality for the mission of the Church. This mission includes catechetical leaders, 
small group leaders, and women’s groups such as Catholic Daughters of America (CDA). ACCW aids parishes/clusters 
through its sponsorship of the annual women’s conference, Beauty in Christ, and the creation of the women’s online program, 
Gifts of the Visitation, accessible to all women. ACCW guides parish leaders to resources – national and local – such as the 
USCCB’s programs Walking with Moms, The Shepherd's Project, or Eucharistic Revival.  WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

If you are active in another Catholic women’s group, please feel free to share our monthly email blast from the ACCW 
Spirituality Committee. Also, please send us information about some of the GREAT things happening in your group!

2023 Archdiocesan Women's Conference: Beauty in Christ
 Saturday, January 28, 2023 
Time: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

                                                         Mark your calendars for the annual Archdiocesan Women’s Conference: Beauty in Christ: 
Saturday, January 28th, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. After overwhelming response from you, the 
Beauty in Christ committee agreed to, once again, offer this annual event in the parish/cluster. 
Look for additional Conference information and registration coming soon at  
https://www.archwomensconference.org.

                         Leone Bergeson 
Seven Sisters Apostolate

About two-thirds of the active archdiocesan priests have a Seven Sisters group praying Holy Hours for them. 
The goal is, of course, that ALL active priests in our Archdiocese have Holy Hours prayed by dedicated women. 
Because of the industriousness of many of the ACCW women, Marshalltown and Waterloo deaneries have 

groups for all the active priests in their deaneries. Continue to spread the word.

Although this is an apostolate for women, we invite men to sub for a regular pray-er when she is not available. Also, Fasting 
Brothers is for men who will commit to fasting one day a week in conjunction with their 
Seven Sisters group, praying exclusively for their pastor/priest. Each man chooses the type 
of fast he will offer such as no food all day, or nothing to eat until 3:00 PM, bread and 
water, etc. It should be sacrificial.

Six men are needed to fast, one for each day of the week, except Sunday. The Fasting 
Brothers offer their fasts for the priests’ increased devotion to St. Joseph, model of fortitude 
and purity.  Their fasts complement the prayers of the Seven Sisters.

We also have an Anchoress for Archbishop Jackels. More Holy Hours are needed for him. 
Bishops have so much influence over their flock. We need dedicated women to come 
forward to pray for the archbishop. I am also looking for a Fasting Brothers group for him. 
An extra sub could also be added if one can’t commit to an hour a week but could help out occasionally. Each ‘sister’ and fasting 
brother is asked to make a one-year commitment.

 For more information, the website is: SevenSistersApostolate.org

Or contact me at 563-451-5828 or r1berge@msn.com
 In strengthening the priest you strengthen the whole Church... 
Strengthen the priest and you strengthen the whole foundation. 

You strengthen everything in the Church.  
Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald, sP

Beauty 
In Christ
Archdiocese of Dubuque Women’s Conference 

sevensistersapostolate.org
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                       Alma Meyer  
NCCW Leadership Commission and 
Associates Board Director

NCCW Connecting & Reconnecting with 
Wide Open Hearts

For the past six months, 
the NCCW Leadership 
Commission has been 
developing a new 
membership guide. 
This post-pandemic document is called “Retain, Regain and 
Grow,” and will debut for Councils’ use at the Minneapolis 
Convention in November.

There is also currently a national “Membership Challenge” 
for every new member enrolled, or two-year lapsed 
member renewal. From July 1 - October 15, 2022, 
names can be submitted in a drawing for $100 worth of 
merchandise from the NCCW Store.

On November 1, for those in attendance at the pre-
convention activities, the Leadership Training Development 
Team will provide a two-hour training from 4:00 – 6:00 
PM, titled “Tailgating With The LTD Team.”

On behalf of the current NCCW Nominating Committee, 
I was designated to submit the “Call for Nominations” 
page that will appear in the September 2022 issue of the 
NCCW’s CATHOLIC WOMAN magazine. The page 
contains the requirements, brief description of positions, 
and abbreviated timeline and guidelines for potential 
candidates, to be met for the April 2023 NCCW election 
ballot for the office of president-elect, secretary and 
(7) members of the new nomination committee. The 
nomination form and election details can be found on 
the NCCW website, nccw.org, in the members only 
section. All applications must be submitted electronically 
during the submission period, December 1-15, 2022 
to the Nomination Committee Chair, Mary Rowley at 
mcr662017@outlook.com.

At the recent Dubuque ACCW Board summer quarterly 
meeting at Cedar Falls, a couple of our NCCW members 
from the ACCW Board were endorsed for the next level 
of service in our national organization for the year of their 
choice. With your encouragement, prayers and support, 
hopefully Dubuque Archdiocese and Province will continue 
to be represented by our very qualified and dedicated 
ACCW candidate(s). Installation of the new officers will 
occur at the 2023 Salt Lake City, Utah Convention.

Always grateful for your support and sustaining membership 
in Council.

NCCW News
                         Florine Swanson  

Dubuque Province Director

It’s not too late to register for the National 
Council of Catholic Women’s Convention 
on November 2-5 at the Minneapolis 

Marriott City Centre.  Go the NCCW 2022 Convention 
website.  Check out all the great speakers.  Three sessions 
will focus on the commissions of leadership, spirituality, 
and service.  This is a great time to get new ideas to use in 
our archdiocese as well as at the deanery and parish level.  
There will also be Mass each day, a trade show, silent 
auction, a Eucharistic Miracles Display sponsored by the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the NCCW 
store, and the purse auction to support young women who 
plan to enter into the religious life.  Registration closes on 
October 1.  

We currently have over 20 delegates, and the Sioux City 
and Dubuque Spiritual Advisors are planning to attend.  
When you register, be sure to add the Province Dinner.  
This will be a great time to meet everyone from Iowa.  
Not only will it be great food, but also lots of fun and 
fellowship, as well as recognition of our leadership.  

Can’t go but would still like to be involved?  Items can 
be added to the silent auction.  Value must be over $50 
each.  For many years, the Dubuque ACCW has donated 
the CCW stole made by Ann Dietrich, one our past 
presidents.  For the past five years, St. John’s Altar Society 
at Clarion has donated a beautiful crocheted doily, made 
by one of their members who is now 97 years old.  

Individual items can also be added to the purse that I will 
be donating for the Purse Auction.  Items can range from 
gift cards to religious items, jewelry, books, etc.  These 
items can be brought to the ACCW Annual Meeting at 
Epworth on October 8.   

Hope to see you in Minneapolis! 

www.nccw.org
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2022 ACCW Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 

Each year the Dubuque Archdiocese Council of Catholic Women honors one woman who has shared 
generously of her time and talents with the Our Lady of Good Counsel Award. This award recognizes 
outstanding contributions made in the areas of service to the Church, her parish, and the community, 
including local, state, and national involvement.  

Women currently serving on the ACCW Board of Directors are not eligible to be nominated. 

To nominate a woman, please complete the Nomination Form below. To complete the form, you will 
need to provide a letter of support/endorsement about the woman you are nominating, and describing 
her Church activities, community involvement, leadership, spirituality, education, professional 
experience and other relevant personal information and service. Please include any ACCW or NCCW 
involvement. This letter can come from the Pastor or another member or group from the parish. Please 
keep this letter to a maximum of two pages. 

Nominations open June 1, 2022 and close on September 25, 2022. 

The award presentation will take place on October 8, 2022 at the ACCW Annual Meeting at Divine 
Word Seminary in Epworth. 

Return the nomination form to Barb Sauser, 636 Highway 136 N Cascade, Iowa 52033 
or email sbsauser@netins.net no later than September 25, 2022. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2022 ACCW Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 
Nomination Form 

Nominee: _________________________________ Parish/City: _____________________________ 

Address: _______________________________ City: ____________________ Zip Code: ________ 

Attach one letter of support/endorsement of the nominee. 

Share information about the woman being nominated that describes her community involvement, 
leadership, spirituality, education, professional experience and other relevant personal information and 
service. Please include any ACCW or NCCW involvement. Please keep the letter to a maximum of two 
pages. 

Nominated by: 

Name: ____________________________ Parish/City: _____________________ Phone: ___________ 

Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip Code: _________ 

Nominations open June 1, 2022 and close on September 25, 2022. 
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2022 ACCW Golden Rose Award 

The Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women recognizes one young woman who has made a 
significant contribution to their parish and community in service and leadership. 

A nominee for this award should be a member of the Archdiocese of Dubuque who: 
• is a young woman, age 14-24,
• portrays spirituality and reflects the Gospel values in her everyday life,
• shows leadership and goes above and beyond in a service project when compared to her peers,
• is a parish member and is a practicing Catholic who attends Sunday Mass regularly,
• has served as an outstanding role model of service to others, and
• abides by the mission of the ACCW as “a voice for the women of the Dubuque Archdiocese to speak

and act as a unit on matters of mutual interest.”

To nominate a young woman for this award, please complete the Nomination Form below. The nomination 
must include a letter of support/endorsement about the young woman you are nominating, describing her 
Church activities, community involvement, leadership, spirituality, education, professional experience and other 
relevant personal information and service. Please include any ACCW or NCCW involvement if applicable. This 
letter can come from the Pastor or another member or group from the parish. Please keep this letter to a 
maximum of two pages. 

Nominations will close on September 25, 2022. 

The award presentation will take place on October 8, 2022 at the ACCW Annual Meeting at Divine Word 
Seminary in Epworth. 

Return the nomination form to Barb Sauser, 636 Highway 136 N Cascade, Iowa 52033 
or email sbsauser@netins.net no later than September 25, 2022. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2022 ACCW Golden Rose Award 
Nomination Form 

Nominee: _________________________________ Parish/City: _____________________________ 

Address: _______________________________ City: ____________________ Zip Code: ________ 

Attach one letter of support/endorsement of the nominee.  

Share information about the woman being nominated that describes her community involvement, leadership, 
spirituality, education, professional experience and other relevant personal information and service. Please keep 
the letter to a maximum of two pages. 

Nominated by: 

Name: ____________________________ Parish/City: _____________________ Phone: ___________ 

Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip Code: _________ 

Nominations will close on September 25, 2022. 



10

                         One of the biggest things I have learned 
over the years is “KISS”… “Keep it simple, 
stupid,” which brings to mind a couple of 
guidelines to remember… 
 

Standing Rules can be changed at any meeting, whereas 
Bylaws are proposed, voted on, and then presented and 
voted on again at the next meeting.  
 
A good example would be the following: 
 
The time for a meeting to start should be in the standing 
rules, whereas the date needs to be in the bylaws. For 
example, “Meetings will be held the first Tuesday of each 
month (bylaw) at 7:00 PM (standing rule).” 
 
A standing rule can be adopted by majority vote without 
previous notice, provided it does not conflict with a bylaw. 
 
Have a blessed day!

Sheila Rassman 
Leadership Commission Chair

Building leadership to advance our 
mission to be the Catholic woman’s voice 
in our world today. 

 
Happy Fall One and All, 
 
The Leadership Commission provides organization 
development, opportunities for training, public relations 
resources, and publications to strengthen leadership 
 
We plan to host another Leadership Training Day 
(LTD) in the future. I will have an opportunity to attend 
a Leadership workshop at the NCCW convention in 
Minneapolis In November. I hope to bring back some 
information to share with our Council. I look forward to 
seeing you all at the Annual Convention on October 8. 

Our family has 
always had a great 
devotion to Mary, 
and the rosary. My 
Mary Garden has 
been a constant 
reminder of her 
great love for us. 
Many years ago I 
purchased the statue of Mary at a garage sale. I brought 
her home for some much-needed TLC, and then decided 
to take her to the care center where my mother was a 
resident. Mary was part of many prayer services, Masses, 
rosaries and other special events, and brought joy to many. 

After my mom passed away, the statue returned to our 
yard, where a Mary Memorial Garden was planted in 
memory of my mom. This year I found one volunteer 
watermelon plant growing… ironically that was my mom’s 
favorite food to eat. 
 
Some of the flowers I planted in my Mary Garden help 
me meditate on the goodness of God and the beauties of 
heaven, and on our obligation to care for the earth. These 
flowers also help us to make the passage from the Song 
of Songs (2:11-13) our own prayer to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary: “The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. The 
flowers appear on earth, the time of pruning the vines has 
come...Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one, and come!” 
 
Pray for us Holy Mary Mother of God! 
 
The family that prays together stays together!

                         Sue Martinek 
Service Commission Chair

Boxes of Joy update: St. Ludmila Religious 
Ed will not be participating this year. St. 

Matthew Parish plans to participate and to be the physical 
location for the Drop Off Center. If you would like me to 
contact your Religious Ed coordinator or another parish 
contact about participating, please let me know.   
 
Cross Catholic Outreach is mobilizing relief for Ukraine's 
children and families to provide food, medicine, and 
other aid. The war has displaced more than one in four 
Ukrainians, and nearly 2/3 of Ukraine's children fled their 
homes within the first six weeks of the invasion, according 
to the United Nations. Pope Francis said on Easter Sunday, 
"I hold in my heart all the many Ukrainian victims, the 
millions of refugees and internally displaced persons, 
the divided families, the elderly left to themselves, the 
lives broken, and the cities razed to the ground."   He also 
prayed, "In this terrible night of suffering and death, may 
a new dawn of hope soon appear!" To make a gift towards 
this outreach go to https://crosscatholic.org/ukraine/.

Leadership  
Commission

Parliamentarian
Rozena McVey

Service Commission
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Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
2022 MEMBERSHIP/CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES

Individual Sustaining Memberships

Sustaining membership is $10 which includes the 
subscription to the newsletter, The Link.

The ACCW Membership Contributions form is available 
online via our website: www.dbqarch.org/council-of-
catholic-women

Mail contribution forms and checks to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Treasurer 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Checks should be made payable to ACCW.

National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) Parish Affiliation is $100 annually.   
Individual NCCW membership is $50 annually.  
Checks should be made payable to NCCW and mailed to: National Council of Catholic Women  
       10335-A Democracy Lane, Unit 201 
       Fairfax, VA 22030

Please submit contributions by December 31, 2022 to close the fiscal year.

For more information about the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Go to www.DBQArch.org/ACCW or e-mail Joanne Pohland at dbqaccw@dbqarch.org

Mail parish officers information to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Database Manager 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Parish Affiliate Memberships

Suggested affiliate membership is $5 per woman in  
the parish.

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

Parish: _____________________________ 

CCW President: ________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

https://dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women
https://dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women
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                         In upcoming issues of The Link, we will look 
back on the history of the organization, and 
look forward to what these events mean for 
ACCW and the Church today. 

Annual Meeting Reflection: Making History with ACCW!

The women of the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque 
are invited to make 
history by attending the 
annual meeting October 
8 in Epworth. Look for 
details on page 3 of The 
Link.

Pictured are some of the women who made history by 
attending the annual meeting held at Nativity Parish in 
Dubuque in 2012, to celebrate the 80th birthday of 
Dubuque ACCW.

Two awards will be presented at our ACCW 
Annual Meeting to be held on October 8, 
2022 at Divine Word College in Epworth. As 
you are reading this newsletter, please take 
a moment to consider nominating a woman 
for each of these awards. Nominations for 

both awards are open through Sunday, September 25, 2022. 

2022 Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 
We all know of a woman in our parish who shares 
generously of her time and talents. Consider taking 
time to nominate this person for the Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Award!  The nomination form for this award can 
be found on page 8.

Some of our past recipients include: 2019 – Mary Bartine, 
St. Joseph Parish in State Center; 2020 – Becky Krapfl, 
Nativity Parish in Dubuque; and 2021 – Rose Ann Jero, St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish in Marshalltown.

2022 Golden Rose Award 
The Golden Rose Award recognizes one high school or 
college-age young woman (ages 14-24) who has made a 
significant contribution to their parish and community 
in service and leadership. This is the first year that the 
Golden Rose Award will be presented. The nomination 
form for this award can be found on page 9.

In addition, as school begins, if you have Girl Scout 
Leaders, Campfire Leaders, or American Heritage Girls 
Leaders, have them check out the information about 
awards found on the ACCW webpages: https://dbqarch.
org/awards. 

If you have questions about the ACCW awards program, 
please contact Barb Sauser at sbsauser@netins.net or by 
phone/text at 563-852-7033 or 563-599-8379.

ACCW Historian
Rose Ann Jero

The following article, written by Msgr. W. Dean Walz, the 
ACCW Spiritual Advisor at that time, was published in 
the Fall 2012 edition of The Link. The words of Msgr. Walz 
still ring true today.

                                    Why Belong to the Council of 
Catholic Women?

This is the question we must answer 
if we expect others to join us. Let’s 
face it, in the eyes of many, ACCW 
is simply an outdated organization 
that refuses to die. They will concede 

that it served a purpose in the past when women were 
excluded from most Church ministries, and needed to 
band together so that their voice might be heard. But all 
that has changed, and women can now serve in almost any 
way they choose.

So what purpose does our organization serve in the 
Church today?

As I reflect on this question, I remember a directed retreat 
I made many years ago. My director, a wise and holy 
Jesuit priest, asked me one day to think about God as a 
builder. In particular, he wanted me to reflect on the life 
experiences that God had used to build His kingdom in 
my heart, because, he said, this would probably be the 
pattern He would follow in the future. 

I came to realize that day that almost all of these life-
changing experiences had come through membership in 
small faith communities that brought me together with 
others who shared their faith with me. I began to see that 
each of these groups was a building block in God’s plan 
for drawing me into closer union with Him.

ACCW provides this same experience for women today. 
Their meetings and shared activities bring them together 
in an atmosphere of prayer and faith-sharing. The 
programs their organization sponsors are important, but 
not nearly as important as the opportunity for spiritual 
growth it provides. ACCW brings women together not 
only for the purpose of united action to address women’s 
concerns, but also that they may grow spiritually by 
sharing of wisdom and spiritual gifts. I have yet to see a 
woman who has not been enriched greatly by the prayer 
and faith-sharing that takes place in ACCW meetings and 
programs.

In short, far from being outdated, ACCW is still needed 
as one of the building blocks used by God in our time to 
create His kingdom of justice, love and peace in the hearts 
of His people. As such, it needs and deserves our support.

 ~ Msgr. W. Dean Walz, ACCW Spiritual Director, 2012

Youth & Adult Awards
Barb Sauser

https://dbqarch.org/awards
https://dbqarch.org/awards
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Board of Directors Meet
The Dubuque ACCW Board of Directors was finally able 
to meet this summer, for their first in-person meeting 
since Summer 2020. Fourteen members were present at 
the meeting at St. Stephen the Witness Student Center in 
Cedar Falls on July 16, to plan for upcoming events and 
to celebrate being together! Board members also shared 
lunch and conversation with Fr. Mark Murphy, newly 
assigned Archdiocesan Vocation Director and Chaplain at 
St. Stephen the Witness. 

Unfortunately, at the last minute, Fr. Dan Knipper, our 
Spiritual Advisor, was unable to join us for the meeting. 

However, by the grace of 
God, Fr. Joseph Pedersen was 
able to celebrate morning 
Mass to open the day. Fr. 
Joseph, the son of Spirituality 
Commission Chair, Mary 
Pedersen, was visiting family 
in the area. As a way of 
sharing what the Council of 
Catholic Women is, and how 
grateful we are to our priests, 
the board presented Fr. Joseph 
with an NCCW stole made 
by Ann Dietrich. We were 
blessed, and he was grateful. 
It was especially poignant that 

Mary was able to “share” her son with us!

While we have had many good meetings via Zoom over 
the past two years, it was certainly wonderful to see the 
members of the board in-person! Sharing in the celebration 
of the Mass as a 
board is always 
a special 
o p p o r t u n i t y. 
It was also a 
blessing to 
be able to 
talk with one 
another face-to-
face! And our 
discussions were 
very fruitful.

We look forward to gathering with all the ACCW 
members for the Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 8, 
2022 at Divine Word College! 

"Violence in any form—physical, sexual, psychological, or 
verbal—is sinful; often, it is a crime as well. ... The Catholic 
Church teaches that violence against another person in any 
form fails to treat that person as someone worthy of love. 
Instead, it treats the person as an object to be used." 
- When I Call for Help 

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Domestic
violence is defined as any kind of patterned behavior that someone 
uses, or threatens to use, to overpower and/or control an intimate 
partner or child. The two key elements are power and control. 

Other News Domestic violence can take various forms:
• Physical: Includes violent actions such as hitting, beating,  

pushing, and kicking. In many cases physical abuse becomes 
more frequent and severe over time.

• Sexual: Includes any sexual acts that are forced on one 
partner by the other.

• Psychological: Includes a wide range of behaviors such as 
intimidation, isolating the victim from friends and family, 
controlling where the victim goes, making the victim feel 
guilty or crazy, and making unreasonable demands.

• Verbal: Includes undermining an individual’s self-esteem, 
constant criticism, insults, put-downs, and name-calling.

“Women Healing the Wounds” is a document created by the 
NCCW to bring about a greater awareness of domestic violence and 
what women can do. This 50-page document shares Catholic and 
secular resources, with information on how to recognize people 
experiencing domestic abuse, how to respond, and where to refer 
them. The document can be accessed here:
www.dbqarch.org/documents/2022/7/NCCW%20
WomenHealingWounds.pdf 

Contents of “Women Healing the Wounds” may be reproduced 
without adaptation for personal use or educational purposes with 
credit to the National Council of Catholic Women and individual 
authors. Please see acknowledgment pages at the end of the 
document for details.
“Mending the Brokenness…with Real Love” is a supplemental 
document to the NCCW “Women Healing the Wounds” Domestic 
Violence Awareness Program. This document provides an effective 
and easy-to-implement way to educate a parish on the realities 
of domestic abuse. The guide includes a checklist and timeline 
for those who will facilitate the program, as well as Prayers of the 
Faithful, bulletin, website, and social media ideas, and more. The 
document can be accessed here:
www.dbqarch.org/documents/2022/7/MendingTheBrokenness.pdf 

If you or someone you know is experiencing domestic violence, call 
the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1−800−799−7233, or 
TTY at 1−800−787−3224, or go to the National Domestic Hotline 
website: www.thehotline.org.
Iowa Victim Service Call Center: 1-800-770-1650 or text 
‘IOWAHELP’ to 20121 or visit:  www.survivorshelpline.org/
domestic-violence.php.

Additional Resources for Domestic Violence Awareness:
Archdiocese of Dubuque website: 
www.dbqarch.org/domestic-violence 

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Dubuque counseling 
services can also be a helpful place to turn for professional help: 
www.catholiccharitiesdubuque.org/counseling.

Learn the Universal Hand Signal for Help. 

The Signal for Help was originally 
created as a tool to combat the rise 
in domestic violence cases due 
to isolation measures during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This signal 
can be used by an individual to alert 
others that they feel threatened and 
need help. It can be performed in-
person or over a video call. 

To perform the signal:
Hold one hand up with your thumb 
tucked into your palm. Fold your 
fingers down, symbolically trapping your thumb in your fingers. Lift 
fingers and repeat.

www.worldbank.org/en/work-with-us/hsd/home/signal_for_help

Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month
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DECORAH 
Julie Vulk 
President

The Decorah Deanery held a priest appreciation luncheon 
on June 30, 2022 at St. Benedict Church in Decorah. A 
beautiful meal of standing pork rib, mac and cheese, salad 

and roll, along with coffee and wine were served.  Our table decorations 
were a deck of cards, to signify we need to work with the cards that our 
Lord God deals to us every day, every moment.  We had that moment! 
Msgr. Cletus Hawes and his brother, Fr. Donald were in a car accident on 
their way to the luncheon! After a trip to the ER, both checked out fine and 
showed up! They also were able to enjoy the meal! We said farewell tothe 
priests who were being assigned out of the deanery, Fr. Sean Smith, Fr. 
Chris Podhajsky, Fr. Don Komboh and Fr. Bob Gross. May God bless you 
in your new parishes!

After the luncheon, the quarterly meeting of ACCW was held in the 
classroom at St. Benedict. Msgr. Hawes was able to join us for the meeting as well!   

DUBUQUE 
Kim Schmidt 

We welcome Kim Schmidt as the new Representative for the Dubuque Deanery! Kim has been married to Jeff 
for 26 years. They have two children. Cody is 25 and Kylie is 20. They also have a cute dog named Josie, who is 

4. The Schmidt family are members of Holy Spirit Parish in Dubuque, where they are answering the call to be active in many 
ministries. Kim has also been a part of the CEW community for many years, helped to launch a women's group in the parish 
in 2021, and has helped to lead the Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference at the parish level. Kim is involved in Jail and Pris-
on Ministry within Catholic Charities, and also joined the Sisters of the Presentation as an Associate in 2018. Kim looks 
forward to being an ACCW Representative and prays that God will be with her every step of the way!

WATERLOO 
Marlene Mangrich 
President

At the time of this writing, the Waterloo Deanery is looking forward to our meeting on August 22, scheduled 
to take place at St. Francis of Barclay, Dunkerton.  Several of our officers have experienced health and family 
issues, thus the timing is now for our connecting.  We are enjoying the beauty of God's handiwork in our 

weather, crops and our community.  Looking forward to our connections with each other and you!

MASON CITY 
Representative Needed!
The Mason City Deanery is currently seeking a representative to lead the mission of ACCW in that area. Please 
consider sharing your gifts as an ACCW Representative!

Deanery News

Priests from the Decorah Deanery gathered for a Priest Appreciation Luncheon at St. 
Benedict Church. Left to right, back row:  Fr. Bob Gross, Fr. John Moser, Fr. Don Komboh, 
Fr. Chris Podhajsky Front:  Retired Msgr. Ed Lechtenberg, Retired Fr. Joseph Schmidt, ACCW 
Spiritual Advisor Fr. Dan Knipper Absent were: Fr. Nick Radloff, Fr. Jacob Rouse, Fr. Sean 
Smith, Fr. Don Hertges

Representative
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MARSHALLTOWN 
Monica Fulton 
President

The St. Francis CCW, Marshalltown, is currently transitioning into a different form of women's group, “Women of 
St. Francis of Assisi.” The group will be involved in various social events, etc. Officers would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to all ladies of the parish for your participation and diligent work with the CCW over the years. 

Marshalltown recently experienced a wonderful example of the NCCW goal to “empower, 
educate and support women in spirituality, leadership, and service.” Around 200 teens and 
young adults came to Marshalltown from July 18-22 as part of The Catholic Heart Work Camp. 
The camp, based in Tennessee, is dedicated to performing service projects for communities 
throughout the nation. The youth had spent the week before in Washington State. Marshalltown 
was chosen because of the struggles the community has faced in the last few years with tornado 
and derecho damage.  The community supported the projects financially and, of course, with 
women helping out in the kitchen. Various projects included painting, building walls, pulling 
weeds, and visiting the Iowa Veterans Home where they cleaned up the outdoor patios. Some 
teams spent time with the residents, playing games and doing art and crafts. The Catholic Heart Work Camp offers the youth an 
opportunity for service, to grow spiritually, and to experience relationships with the community.

Members of St. Patrick CCW, Tama, have been busy with a variety of activities, including hosting a soup and salad luncheon, 
collecting donations for Easter flowers, and attending monthly meetings. Members of St. Patrick also presented Jackie Toennies, 
Director of Religious Education, a plaque and gift card in appreciation for all she does for her parish/cluster.

In addition to delivering Mobile Meals for the entire month of July, the St. Joseph Church CCW, State Center, had their first annual 
Parish Picnic in the Park! The menu, featuring grilled pork burgers and hotdogs, baked beans, and a variety of salads and desserts. 
All was provided, so no parishioners had to worry about bringing table service or a dish to share. The park has playground 
equipment and a splash pad for the kids. Yard games were also available for everyone who wished to play. There was a nice turnout, 
and everyone enjoyed some great food and conversation with friends and neighbors.

St. Gabriel Church Altar and Rosary Society, Zearing, served lunch at Dakins Community Center on Saturday during Zearing 
Days. Lunch included ham and turkey sandwiches, chips, homemade desserts, beverages and more. There was a steady crowd of 
customers, and it was a successful fundraiser! Many thanks to all who volunteered to help at the lunch.

Deanery News
(continued)

Participants of Catholic Heart Worker Camp gathered 
for a thank-you rally in Marshalltown. Pictured are 
directors, Bethany Jablonski and CJ Scales.
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Clergy Spotlight

Fr. Daniel Knipper
Fr. Daniel Knipper has served as the Spiritual Advisor for the 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women for the past eight 
years.  Fr. Knipper provides the spiritual link between the 
ACCW and the Archbishop, as well as the priests throughout the 
archdiocese. We are blessed to have him celebrate Holy Mass on 
occasion, as well as offering spiritual advice to the board and the 
executive committee. Fr. Knipper has also led pilgrimages for 
ACCW to St.  Louis, Minnesota and Wisconsin.  He has attended 
the NCCW Convention in Indianapolis, and will be joining 
participants at this year’s NCCW Convention in Minneapolis in 
November.

Fr. Knipper grew up on a farm near Dyersville, IA.  He started his education in a one-room country school before 
attending Xavier grade school and high school in Dyersville. He graduated from Loras College in 1963 with a 
degree in music, and attended Mount St. Bernard Seminary in Dubuque. He was ordained on June 3, 1967.  He 
later attended graduate school in Dubuque, New Orleans, Minnesota and Nebraska.  Father has served in parishes 
and high schools in Bellevue, Gilbertville, Holy Cross, North Buena Vista, Cresco, and Plymouth Rock, served as 
the Director of the American Martyrs Retreat House in Cedar Falls, and also served at UNI, Dike, Waterloo, and 
parishes in the Lansing area before retiring in Decorah in 2010, where he continues to provide priestly ministries 
as needed.

Fr. Knipper is also an active volunteer in the Decorah community, where he assists with putting up the Christmas 
light display, helping with the youth golf tournament, and other activities. He enjoys playing golf and ice skating 
when he has free time.

ACCW Past President Florine Swanson shares, 

“During my presidency, Fr. Knipper gave me such great advice, particularly as we prepared materials for the 
Archbishop. My first board meeting as President was a “Board Retreat” at American Martyrs Retreat House. A 
winter storm was forecast for the weekend, so Father suggested we switch the Mass from the normal time before 
lunch to Friday night instead. I had prepared painted candleholders for each board member, so we turned the 
9:00 PM Mass into a Mass-by-candlelight, which proved to be a special event and a cherished memory. Due to the 
pandemic, we held the 2020 installation of officers during our virtual annual meeting. I had a red rose delivered 
to each officer’s home. A couple of weeks later, Fr. Knipper appeared at my farmhouse door with a bouquet of red 
roses for me! It was quite a drive from Decorah to Galt (on opposite ends of the archdiocese)! This shows just how 
thoughtful and caring he is.”

We are so very grateful to have Fr. Daniel Knipper as the ACCW Spiritual Advisor!

Fr. Dan Knipper was nominated for this special Spotlight section by Past President Florine Swanson. If you would like 
to nominate an ACCW member or pastor from your parish to be featured in the next issue of The Link, contact Lynne 
Chapman at dbqaccwedit@dbqarch.org. 
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Celebrating Our Priests!
2022 PRIESTS’ CONVOCATION
Priests from the Archdiocese of Dubuque gathered for their annual 
Convocation on June 21, 2022 at Divine Word College in Epworth. 
The ACCW provided hospitality and served morning refreshments. 
ACCW members in attendance also provided and served 
homemade pies and ice cream to top off the evening meal. Priests 
received ACCW brochures for each parish, and printed samples of 
The Link were made available. The event was a great opportunity to 
chat with the priests of the Archdiocese. 

Those serving homemade dessert at the 
Priests’ Convocation included (left to 
right): Lynne Chapman, Sheila Rassman, 
Chris Leichsenring, Monty Leichsenring, 
Ann Dietrich, Barb Sauser, Joanne 
Pohland, and Leone Burgeson. 

PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY
Priesthood Sunday is September 25, 2022. It is a day to reflect 
upon and affirm the central role of the priesthood in the life of 
the Catholic Church, and to praise God for their courage and 
generosity. In recognizing all that priests do for our parishes/
clusters, both seen and unseen, you are encouraged to prayerfully 
and formally thank the men who have offered their lives to God 
for the salvation of souls. Offer a simple note, a smile, an email or 
a phone call to assure him of your loving care and gratitude for 
his presence. Share with your pastor the ways his ministry has 
impacted your life. Go to https://serraus.org/priesthood-sunday to 
find lots of ideas for celebrating this annual event.

NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK    |    November 6 – 12, 2022
As Catholics, we believe that God has a plan for our lives! He calls some to marriage, some to the priesthood, and others to religious life or 
to live as generous single people. The Church relies on the unique contributions of every soul. Fully living our own vocations, and teaching 
young people how to discern God’s call, is a joyful duty! During National Vocation Awareness Week, encourage the young people in your 
life to be open to recognizing God’s call. For more information, see: 

Archdiocese of Dubuque Vocations: https://dbqarch.org/vocations

National Vocation Awareness Week Resources: https://vianneyvocations.com/nvaw/

1

15

22

29

8

2

16

23

30

9

3

17

24

31

9

4

18

25

11

5

19

26

12

6

20

27

13

7

21

28

14

Pope Francis, 
Archbishop Jackels, 

and all bishops 
 

Deacons & Religious 
men and women of 

our Archdiocese 

Men and women in 
Religious, Deaconate 
and Priestly formation 

Retired Archbishops, 
Priests, Deacons 

and Religious 

For an increase in 
vocations to the 
Deaconate and 
Religious Life 

Fr. Philip Agyei
Fr. Rodney Allers
Fr. David Ambrosy
Fr. Francis Anane

Fr. Noah Diehm
Fr. Alan Dietzenbach
Fr. Kyle Digmann
Fr. Jeffrey Dole

Fr. Mark Kwenin
Fr. Andrew Lawrence
Fr. Joshua Link
Fr. Paul Lippstock

Fr. Dennis Quint
Fr. Nicholas Radloff
Fr. Tyler Raymond

For an increase in 
vocations to the 

Priesthood

Fr. Gabriel Anderson
Fr. Paul Attah-Nsiah
Fr. Ray Atwood
Fr. Frantz Augustin

Fr. Jacob Dunne
Fr. Richmond Dzekoe
Fr. Kevin Earleywine
Fr. Solomon Farinto

Fr. Douglas Loecke
Fr. Neil Manternach
Fr. Nicholas March
Fr. Andrew Marr

Fr. Steven Rosonke
Fr. Jacob Rouse
Fr. David Schatz

For all priests in 
the Archdiocese of 

Dubuque

Fr. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah
Fr. Greg Bahl
Fr. Paul Baldwin
Fr. David Beckman

Fr. John Flaherty
Fr. Steven Garner
Fr. Phillip Gibbs
Fr. Kenneth Glaser

Fr. Gary Mayer
Fr. Michael McAndrew
Fr. Thomas McDermott
Fr. Dennis Miller

Fr. Michael Schueller
Fr. Jon Seda
Fr. Joseph Sevcik

Fr. Jerry Blake
Fr. Scott Boone
Fr. Marvin Bries
Fr. James Brokman

Fr. James Goerend
Fr. G. Robert Gross
Fr. John Haugen
Fr. Thomas Heathershaw

Fr. John Moser
Fr. Mark Murphy
Fr. Raphael Nana Andoh
Fr. Paul Hta I Naw

Fr. Sean Smith
Fr. Craig Steimel
Fr. Kyle Tietz

Fr. Scott Bullock
Fr. Raymond Burkle
Fr. Dennis Conway
Fr. Martin Coolidge

Fr. Nils Hernandez
Fr. Donald Hertges
Fr. Henry Huber
Fr. Aaron Junge

Fr. Ivan Nienhaus
Fr. Anthony Nketiah
Fr. Benjamin Nkrumah
Fr. Martin Obeng

Msgr. Thomas Toale
Fr. Andrew Upah
Fr. Benjamin Valentine

Fr. Donald Czapla
Fr. Rick Dagit
Fr. Ralph Davis
Fr. Brian Dellaert

Fr. Donald Komboh
Fr. Jerry Kopacek
Fr. Anthony Kruse
Fr. David Kucera

Fr. David O’Connor
Fr. Gabriel Oduro Mensah
Fr. Mark Osterhaus
Fr. Christopher Podhajsky

Fr. Dustin Vu
Fr. Douglas Wathier
Fr. Austin Wilker

 

“Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our priests. Through them, we experience your presence in 
the sacraments. Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. Set their souls on fire with love for your people. Grant 
them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire them with the 
vision of your Kingdom. Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. Allow them to experience joy in their 
ministry. Help them to become instruments of your Divine Grace. We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns as our Eternal Priest. Amen.” ~ USCCB “Prayer for Priests” 

Priest Prayer Calendar Monthly Prayer Requests for Active Priests in the Archdiocese of Dubuque

Prayers can be offered as a Mass, Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Eucharistic Adoration, Fasting, Acts of Charity, or as you desire.

Consider joining a Seven Sisters ministry in your parish/cluster to pray for your pastor(s)! Contact Leone Bergeson at r1berge@msn.com to learn more!
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The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Empowers, Educates, and Supports all Catholic 
Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service.

The Link is the official publication of the ACCW 
and is available to affiliates and individual 
members. 

For more information we invite you to visit  
www.DbqArch.org/ACCW

Return Service Requested

Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
1229 Mt Loretta Avenue 
Dubuque, IA 52003

God of heavenly wisdom,
You have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus,
to be our guide and counselor,
grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life  
and so enjoy her blessed presence
in the life to come.

O Mother of Good Counsel,
Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, 
intercede for us,
that we may be wise, courageous,
and loving leaders of the Church.
Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son. 
May the Holy Spirit fill us with a reverence of God’s Creation 
and compassion for all God’s children.
May our labors of Love on earth  
enhance the reign of God;
and may God’s gifts of Faith and living Hope
prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL




